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Happy Birthday, Blitz
BY BARRY POE
Today, as you read your copy of the Brunsville Blitz, take a little time to
wish our paper Happy Birthday!
The first edition proudly hit the street on Nov. 1, 2010 after -- as usual -editor in chief/publisher Susan Willer feverishly worked while yours truly
answered the door to trick-or-treaters.
Five years later, the Blitz is picking up steam with each and every issue.
It’s a credit to not only Susan, who puts in countless hours of her own
time each month, but to Gisela Dittman, our loyal “newshound.”

The Blitz staff: Susan Willer, Gisela Dittman, Barry Poe.

It all started the evening of the 2010 Halloween party when, in response to “something audacious” Susan Willer said while
standing with a few other folks by the basketball court, someone (more than likely Gisela) said “you should put that in the paper.”
However, there was no paper.
So, the next question was, “would you be willing to start a paper?”
Susan willingly accepted the challenge, but, no, she never published the “audacious” thing she said that night.
Since then, the Blitz has risen in popularity to the extent that it reaches readers in a number of different states. Some get it through
the mail or door-to-door delivery (that’s my job each month) and others via e-mail.
“I’m surprised how extensive the reach is,” Susan said. “It’s amazing how many people grew up here, moved away and yet still
hold an interest in what is going on. However, the paper’s popularity is due to people’s love of this town.” Continued on last pg.

Halloween Party, Oct. 17,
Brunsville Legion

A big THANK YOU!!
to the following who sponsored our
7th Annual Brunsville Halloween Party:
Brunsville Legion Club
MidAmerican Energy
Wendt Repair
Scooters Natural Meats
Iowa Prairie Bank
Corner Cafe
Frontier Communications
Vicki Henrich
Premium Feed
And all those who provided the delicious baked goodies!
Your contributions helped to give the kids a great party!
The Committee
To all the workers, THANK YOU!
Photos courtesy of Laurie Cords,
Andrea Raasch & Mary Korthas.

Congratulations

In Our Prayers
Lillian Ludwigs
Terry Ludwigs

Birthdays
Charlotte Lubben Nov. 3
Arlene Peters Nov. 3
Barry Cornish Nov. 5
Brayden Bruscher Nov. 5
Kim Willer Nov. 7
Kelly Beitelspacher Nov. 7
Kevin Borchers Nov. 7
Joey McFarlane Nov. 8
Michelle Jones Nov. 9
Christine (Joeng Un) Cho Nov. 10
Betty Lambert Nov. 14
Nick Becker Nov. 14
Tyler Oetken Nov. 17
Chance Anthony Nov. 19
Deloris Harms Nov. 18
Eddie Krienert Nov. 20
Brynn Wendt Nov. 22
Denise Palmer Nov. 22
Gerry Sue Krienert Nov. 23
Gregg Junck Nov. 23
Sarah Renken Nov. 24
Cliff Peters Nov. 29
Jim Martin Nov. 29

Anniversaries

Jarret with his trophies.

Jarret Westhoff received 2nd place at the Iowa
State Pedal Pull in Marshalltown, IA on Sept 12th.
He competed in the five-year-old boys division.
The top 3 qualified to go to National Pedal Pull in
Mitchell, SD. At the National competition on
September 26th, Jarret won 3rd place in the fiveyear-old division! There were over 16 states
represented & 22 kids in his division. Jarret is the
son of Dr. Zachary & Jill Westhoff of Le Mars &
older brother of Ty. He is in kindergarten at
Kluckhohn Elementary.

Thank you to…
Mayor Reno Dickman & his sons Nick & Dan for
hauling a couch from the recycling bin to the
dump. (This is just one example of people dumping
stuff in the recycling bin they shouldn’t be!)

Riley Oetken & Claire Ohlrichs
affirmed
their
baptismal
promises at St. Peter Church
on Reformation Sun., Oct. 25.

Take a guess!
Who is
this precious
little boy?

Darv Ladenthin for his service on city council.

John & Betty Lambert Nov. 14
Loren & Karen Oetken Nov. 23
Steve & Glenda McHale Nov. 28
Rodney & Sarah Renken Nov. 30

Speaking of the election…
Gabe Roetman didn’t get his papers in on time but he is running for council
again. Also running are Nick Dickman & Jim Goodmanson, who just
completed a vacant seat & is now running for that spot.

Meeting for morning coffee

Quote ‘Ems
I would rather walk with a friend in the dark, than alone in the
light. —Helen Keller

Hank Farmer, Deb Small, Gerry Sue Krienert, Kathy Renken, Donna
Erickson & Mary Singer.

Getting festive for fall
Scarecrows in two of the barrels
around town courtesy of the
Brunsville Four Seasons Garden
Club. This one is located next to
the post office door.

One way to define wisdom is the ability to see, into the future,
the consequences of your choices in the present. That ability
can give you a completely different perspective on what the
future might look like. —Andy Andrews
Sometimes people need to know they could be forgiven to
have the strength to change. —J. Leigh Bralick, Prism
—submitted by Ruth Zembsch
Lonesome Jack says…
I had a sticky note here but it fell off. Of course my best
thoughts were on it!
A balanced diet is a cookie in each hand.
Son to father: Of course history was easy for you when you were
a kid—there was a lot less of it.
Watch out for the witches!

2015 Pioneer Village Christmas

The street in front
of the pump house
will be torn up, the
old well will be
disconnected
&
the pump house
will be gone.

Dec. 5-6, 12-13, Century Hall, fairgrounds
Entertainment coordinators: Bill & Janice Renken
Assisted by Tom Mullally (sound) & Jim Rohlfs (photos)
Sat., Dec. 5
6 p.m. Earl Utesch “Lighted Parade”
6:45 Tom Mullally
7 p.m. Robert Hwang, Derek Hwang (cello), accompanied
by Kathy Hwang on keyboard, from Dakota Dunes, SD
7:30 p.m. Jerry Toft (accordion, harmonica) from
Hawarden, IA; Don Thoms (harmonica); Richard Kommes
(guitar & vocal); Terry Durr (guitar); Don Christy (lead
guitar); Paul & Colette Burnett (guitar, vocal); Ramona
Ludwigs (piano); Beverly (Hence) Petersen (drums)
Sun., Dec. 6
5:30 p.m. Akron Care Center Bell Ringers under direction of
Activity Director Toria Frerichs & activities assisted by Rita
Kleihauer
6 p.m. Christ Lutheran Choir & Sunday School, rural Le
Mars. Alyssa Renken, Naomi Kinney, Kara Albrecht,
directed by Brenda Renken & accompanied by Marlys
Renken
6:30 p.m. Stanton Lucky Clovers 4-H Club. Leaders: Debra
Ahlers, Nancy Zubrod, Matt & Nicole Spencer
7 p.m. Grace Lutheran Church, Le Mars. “Breath of
Heaven,” director: Jennifer Heisterkamp, organist: Lori
Looyenga
7:30 p.m. Marlyn Renken, special reading: Honor veteran
service men and women; Mary Renken, vocal, & Rosanne
Osterbuhr, piano

Well, that’s
a change

Be sure to like The Brunsville Blitz on Facebook!
Find current & previous Blitz editions
at www.brunsvilleiowa.com

Join our Masterpiece Fitness Class
9 a.m. Saturdays at Christ Lutheran Church

Sat., Dec. 12
5:30 p.m. TBD
6 p.m. Le Mars Flute Choir: Kathy Moore, Glenda Drennen,
Sue Ashenfelter, Donna Mortensen & Dr. Jim Schroeder
6:30 p.m. Gehlen Catholic School, band under direction of
Mr. Paul Niebuhr & choir under direction of Terra Falkena
7 p.m. Inez Hoogeveen’s piano & vocal students
Sun., Dec. 13
5:30 Christmas with the Studley family (Laurie Cords’
parents are in this group)
6 p.m. Allyn Anderson, guitar & vocal
6:30 p.m. St. John Lutheran Church, Le Mars, People of
Praise, Nancy Isebrand (guitar & vocal), Dave
Grosenheider, Rich Ziettlow (guitar & vocal)
7 p.m. Le Mars Community Middle School choir under
direction of Mrs. Nancy Ewing
7:30 p.m. Le Mars Community Middle School band under
direction of Mrs. Mary Kay Benton

Laura Willer leading the Oct. 10 session.
November Special:
First class is free for new attendees!
Returning members get one class at 1/2 price by bringing
3 canned goods for the Le Mars Christian Needs Center.
Regular rate: $15/session
with $2 dollars going to charity
For more info, check out the Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/masterpiecefitnessclc)
or call Laura at 712-551-6993

1909

CORNER CAFÉ
Evening Specials
Mon. Homemade pizza
Tues. Corner burger & fries $7.50
Wed. 8 pc. broasted chicken & fries $11.99
Thurs. Chef’s choice
Fri. 8-10 oz. prime rib, salad, & potato, OR 16 oz. king cut
prime rib & potato, mrkt price
Sat. Ribeye steak (12-14 oz.), potato & Texas toast, OR Oak
Street steak w/Corner’s special seasonings (12-14 oz.
Ribeye), potato & Texas toast OR Sirloin steak dinner (10-12
oz.), potato & Texas toast— mrkt price

IOWA PRAIRIE BANK 2015
The Old Reliable
106 Years of Service
to Your Grandparents, Parents & You
Stop In and See How We Can Help
with Your Financial Questions
Full Line of Banking Plus
Service First Insurance
Farm — Home — Auto—talk to Mike
CLOSE — CONVENIENT

Continued from front pg.
The Blitz came to fruition as both an outlet for Susan’s love of her hometown and a way to utilize her publishing skills. It also filled a
void. There had been other Brunsville newspapers by different names and citizens missed them and wanted another newspaper.
The Blitz was created for everyone connected with Brunsville and all are welcome to submit information to be published.
Happy Fifth Birthday, Brunsville Blitz. Let’s keep this going for many years to come!
EDITOR’S NOTE: First of all, I would like to thank Gisela Dittman and Barry Poe. Also, everyone who has supported me in any way
– by submitting items to be published, passing along the paper to others and providing publicity, donations and kind words. To
every one of you, THANK YOU! The Blitz would not be here after five years without you. --Susan Willer

Why I moved to Brunsville
By Susan Willer
I grew up just northeast of Brunsville. From the backyard I could see part of the water tower and tops of trees within town. I would
wonder, What is going on in town right now? What am I missing?
In the mornings my parents would have coffee at the Corner Café, bringing me and my younger sister with them. Mom and Dad
would go to their designated groups—men sat together on the west side in front of the restrooms, women sat together on the east
by a cooler that is long gone—while Julie and I would play in what used to be the back room, where we would run around or
crawl under the no-longer-there pool table. We’d go outside and do flips around the railing. We’d run around the building. We’d
say hello to Petie the dog.
I loved playing in the park with the town kids. I couldn’t get enough of sliding across the Legion dance floor. I’m old enough to
remember picking up debris left by the 1980 tornado and wanting to wade through water that reached the first step on the main
street after the early 80s creek flooding. But I’m too young to have attended the Brunsville school or original town church. I must
rely on others’ accounts instead.
For a small town, Brunsville has so much to offer. There are annual events kids and their parents enjoy: the Easter egg hunt,
Halloween party and Santa’s visit shortly before Christmas. You must admit our park is amazing—both sides of my family have
rented the shelter house for reunions. The Legion pancake breakfasts draw in people from all around, the golf course draws many
compliments. The bank offers outstanding service, Scooters and Premium Feed have just expanded, Jerry Schlichte continues to
work on cars. The old city hall building still stands, as does our infamous jailhouse. Because residents spoke up, we continue to have
a post office. In the evenings, the Corner Café offers tasty meals and refreshing drinks. And from the backyard of my home in
town, I can see my church where I was baptized, confirmed and continue to attend.
Since beginning to publish the Blitz I sometimes hear people outside of town say, “Brunsville seems like a great place to live.”
Well, let me tell you: It is.

Visit the Merrill Public Library
Mon. & Wed. 1:30-5; Tues. & Thurs. 6-8; Fri. & Sat. 9-noon
712-938-2503 merrilllibrary@mtcnet.net merrilliowa.info/
Use of computers at no charge
Tues., Nov. 17 at 6 p.m. is coloring/craft night for adults. Do
you enjoy knitting, crocheting, counted cross stitch &
embroidery? Come by to stitch, chat & share your talents!
Crochet for beginners will start that night, so bring your G
crochet hook & some yarn to learn this fun hobby. If you
don't want to craft, you can color! Everyone is welcome!
Thurs., Nov.19 at 6:30 p.m. is craft night for kids to make a
Christmas craft for December. More craft nights to come!

Life at the Legion
Nov. 8 Pancake Breakfast
Nov.14 Euchre
Nov. 21 Poultry Party

Dec. 12 Euchre
Dec. 13 Pancake Breakfast

Donate, subscribe, publish
Donate! Because of donations, the Blitz continues to be published.
THANKS SO MUCH TO THOSE WHO DONATE!
Subscribe! We can email you for free OR mail you a copy only if
postage is paid. We do not send out renewal notifications.
Submit info! You are welcome to publish in the Blitz but PLEASE
provide complete info so we don’t have to chase facts. Thanks!
Contact G.D., write Susan at P.O. Box 187, Brunsville, IA 51008 or
email susanwiller@hotmail.com (be sure I respond to know I’ve
received your email). You may also contact Barry Poe.

***DEADLINE IS THE 25th THE MONTH BEFORE.***

Blitz Staff
Free pickup & delivery to & from Brunsville, Le Mars & Merrill.
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