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Some of Brunsville’s
past & present buildings
Photos courtesy of Lynn Chenoweth.
Additional information courtesy of Gene Dickman.

Above: The first Lutheran
church in town was located
at Linn and Pine, shown
here in 1917. During
service in the old church,
“men sat on one side,
women on the other side.
All us kids sat in the back,”
says Gene. The current
church was built in 1955
and the old one eventually
bought and torn down by
Alvin Jelken.

Left: Adjoining lumberyard, residence
& hardware store once located on
Pine St. A liquid fertilizer business
was added in 1959. The lumberyard
is also shown above.

Left:
The
school, once
located on
Jet
Rd.,
across from
our current
park shelter
house.

Above: Elevator & train depot on the west
side of town. The railroad was built in
1909. Two passenger trains would pull
into town: one at noon to go south and
the other at 4 p.m. to go north.

Left: Jack Reese & Herman Elks stand by
the pumps of Reese Oil Co. Service Station,
once located on Elm St., just west of where
the park is today. When he was 15, Gene
Dickman earned $3 a week working for Jack,
who took Gene to the bank to apply for his
social security card.
Below
left:
The
International Harvester
dealer and garage, once
the the number one IH
dealership
in
the
country. The building is
now known as the
Legion.
Above right: Frerich (“Butch”) Wilken ran a store on the north
side of the main street. The signs across the front boast
groceries, meat & ice cream. On top of the awning is a small
windmill—Wilken was also an artist who painted designs on the
front of the building and displayed his work inside. He had a
delivery truck and would deliver groceries to farmers.

Above left: the north side of the main street; above right: the south side, circa 1912.

Caucuses will be held Monday, February 1 at 7 p.m. Republicans caucus at the Legion & Democrats caucus at the Corner Café.

In Our Prayers
Michael & Marie Holdren
Betty Lambert
Lillian Ludwigs
Bill Osterbuhr
Janice Renken
Sarah Renken
Gabe Roetman
Orval Siebens

Great news
Joel Bogenrief is doing well! Thank you for
all the thoughts and prayers. They are
greatly appreciated—and worked.

Birthdays
Shirlee Wells Feb. 1
Eric Lubben Feb. 2
Michaela Burkard Feb. 2
Zachary Burkard Feb. 2
Addison Babcock Feb. 2
Vernon Harrington Feb. 3
Karen Oetken Feb. 5
Chris Waterbury Feb. 7
Steve McHale Feb. 8
B.J. Rieken Feb. 8
Bowen Rieken Feb. 8
Joslyn & Jayde Sieburg Feb. 9
Charles Stremick Feb. 10
Brystol & Rahlyd Gabel (twins)
Feb. 10
Rob Von Hagel Feb. 12
Tim Rollinger Feb. 14
Wendell Oltmanns Feb. 15
Peggy Dickman Feb. 17
Dave Burkard Feb. 17
Keaton Koerselman Feb. 18
Dick Harms Feb. 19
Colan Borchers Feb. 19
Jerret Westhoff Feb. 23
Elliot Kroll Feb. 27
Lincoln Renken Feb. 28
Angela Von Hagel Feb. 28
Mary Jane Tapper Feb. 28
Laura Willer Feb. 28
Lisa Willer Feb. 28

Helpful tips
Quick measurement tool
If you need just a ballpark
measurement, a dollar bill is just more
than six inches long. Its actual
dimensions:
6-1/8” x 2-5/8”.

Get rid of skin that forms on paint

To prevent a skin from forming on top of
the paint, place a piece of waxed
paper the size of the opening on top
of the paint.
—from pages 434 & 436 of Who Knew?
by Jeanne Lubin & Bruce Lubin.

Congratulations to…
Jason & Jessica Wendt, on the
birth of their son, Knox Vincent
Wendt,
on
January
8.
Grandparents are Gerry Sue &
Eddie Krienert.

St. Peter Lutheran Church Sunday schedule
Worship at 8:30 a.m., Sunday school at 9:30 a.m.
First Lenten service at St. Peter is Wed., Feb. 17 at 7:30 p.m.

Theatre tickets go on sale soon
Get your tickets to Le Mars Community Theatre’s production of A Delicate Balance, a
dark comedy written by Edward Albee, who also wrote Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?
Cast members include Donna Muilenburg, Jeff Neary, Susan Willer,
Kathy Vaughn, Kenneth Guy Niehus & Danna Schuster.
Performance Times
Feb. 26 & 27, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 28, 2 p.m.
March 3, 4, 5, 7:30 p.m. March 6, 2 p.m.
Member reservations begin Mon., Feb.15 & public reservations begin Wed., Feb. 17.
Reserve online at lemarscommtheatre.org or call 712-546-5788 weekdays 11am-2pm.

CITIZEN OF THE MONTH:
Donna Erickson

1909

Knox Vincent Wendt

Lights out
Brunsville residents were among those in Plymouth County
affected by a power outage on Saturday, January 30
beginning at 8:14 p.m. Power was restored just over an hour
later.

IOWA PRAIRIE BANK 2016
The Old Reliable
107 Years of Service
to Your Grandparents, Parents & You
Stop In and See How We Can Help
with Your Financial Questions
Full Line of Banking Plus
Service First Insurance
Farm — Home — Auto—talk to Mike
CLOSE — CONVENIENT

Free pickup & delivery to & from Brunsville, Le Mars & Merrill.

There is plenty in life to be thankful for,
including Brunsville
BY BARRY POE
A couple of years ago while playing golf at beautiful Prairie Rose, I found a ball but thought
nothing of it while tossing it in the back of my cart.
But, upon further inspection, I discovered the ball was stamped with a happy face and three
words worth remembering: Life is good.
The beginning of every calendar year is a good time to reflect, sit back and realize how
fortunate I truly am.
Even though life sometimes throws us curve balls and we wonder sometimes how we’ll ever
manage to get through the latest crisis, it is important to be thankful for what you have.

Barry and Max.

In my case, I have two wonderful children and a brand new (well, I guess he’s four months old now) grandson. My
mother, who just turned 80 going on 40, is always there when I need her and I certainly couldn’t survive without the
love and support of the love of my life, Susan Willer, whom each and every one of you who read this publication each
month owe a debt of gratitude to for the time and effort she spends putting together our beloved Blitz.
It’s hard to believe it’s been five-and-a-half years since I left the “big city” to move to Brunsville, a place I had never
been to before. Yes, there was a pretty special person that had a little something to do with that, but from the day I
first moved in to Susan’s grandmother’s home, I’ve felt at home.
We may be small in stature, but Brunsville can be proud of what it has to offer. That is a peaceful place to live, kind
and caring residents and several thriving businesses, not to mention one of the best nine hole golf courses in the state.
Coming here truly was one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. The Good Lord willing, I’ll be around here a few more
decades.
Yes, indeed, as it says on the golf ball that now sits on my bedroom dresser – Life is good.

If you’re interested in learning more about Brunsville history, check out the Brunsville section
at the Plymouth County Historical Museum in Le Mars or visit brunsvilleiowa.com.

CORNER CAFÉ
Evening Specials

HERE, FISHY, FISHY, FISHY
On Ash Wed., Feb. 10 enjoy a fish dinner
& on Fridays beginning Feb. 12 through Lent enjoy all-you-can-eat fish
with au gratin potatoes & cole slaw

Tues. Corner burger & fries $7.50
Wed. 8 pc. broasted chicken & fries $11.99
Thurs. Chef’s choice
Fri. All-you-can-eat fish through Lent (starting 2/12) OR 8-10 oz. prime rib, salad, & potato, OR 16 oz. king cut prime rib &
potato, mrkt price
Sat. Ribeye steak (12-14 oz.), potato & Texas toast, OR Oak Street steak w/Corner’s special seasonings 12-14 oz. Ribeye),
potato & Texas toast OR Sirloin steak dinner (10-12 oz.), potato & Texas toast—mrkt price

ROETMAN REPAIR

MICHELLE KLUVER / JOHN LEONARD

On‐site hydraulic hose repair
Featuring over 130 hydraulic hose fittings
Call Gabe, 712‐541‐2321

SIOUX CITY, IA 51106

4301 SERGEANT RD SUITE 214

SIOUX CITY: (712) 560‐8257
LE MARS: (712) 546‐5888
“WE GROW PEACE OF MIND”

www.whiskeycreekinsurance.com

Life at the Legion
Feb 1- Republican caucus in the hall, 7:00
Feb 1-Legion mtg. 7:30 in the front bar
area
Feb 13- Euchre
Feb 14- Pancake breakfast
March -12 Euchre
March-13 Pancake breakfast
March 21- Southern Rural Sioux WaterAnnual meeting/supper
April 9- Euchre
April 10- Pancake breakfast

Need to get into shape
but you’re not a morning person?
There’s no excuse to not exercise now!

Masterpiece Fitness Class is now held
on Sundays at 4 p.m.
Classes held at Christ Lutheran Church
For more info, check out the Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/masterpiecefitnessclc)
or call Laura at 712-551-6993

Quote ‘Ems
Genealogy research = Putting skin on their bones.
Do one thing every day that scares you.—Eleanor Roosevelt
In the end, we will remember not the words of our enemies
but the silence of our friends.—Martin Luther King, Jr.

Lonesome Jack says…
I watched the New Year in front of the TV—all I can say is,
“I didn’t do it!”
A friend of mine went bar hopping ‘til he got to one of
those bars where they put him in a taxi & sent him home.
Took him a week to find his car.
Nothing ages your car faster
than when your neighbor buys a new one!
Think spring!
Any man who thinks women talk too much
has never sat through a six-hour pregame show.
Some children grow old, but they never grow up.
Church sign: Whoever keeps praying for snow, please stop!
God bless all!

Visit the Merrill Public Library,
Brunsville’s contracted library

Donate, subscribe, publish
Donate! The Blitz does not make a profit so donations are
always welcome. THANKS SO MUCH TO THOSE WHO
DONATE!
Subscribe! We can email you for free OR mail you a
copy for at least the price of postage & envelopes
(approximately $6/year). We do not send out renewal
notifications.
Submit info/advertising! You are welcome to publish in
the Blitz but PLEASE provide complete info so we don’t
have to chase facts. Thank you!

Mon. & Wed. 1:30-5; Tues. & Thurs. 6-8; Fri. & Sat. 9noon
712-938-2503 merrilllibrary@mtcnet.net
merrilliowa.info/
Free coffee is available on Mon., Wed., Fri. & Sat.
Use of computers at no charge
EBSCOhost is available to library patrons.
Students find this database useful for school projects
& written papers. Please ask for password.
We will “Cook the Book” on Feb. 27.
Visit the library for more details.

**DEADLINE TO SUBMIT INFO IS ALWAYS
THE 25th THE MONTH BEFORE.**
Contact G.D., write Susan at P.O. Box 187, Brunsville, IA
51008 or email susanwiller@hotmail.com (be sure
I respond so you to know I’ve received your email).
You may also contact Barry Poe.
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