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Life at the Legion 
July 1  Rick Jensen & Jodi Kelly wedding reception 

July 3 Legion meeting 
July 5 Tri-State Drive-In Cruisers in Brunsville 

July 7 Jeri Welp & Brock Hofland wedding reception & dance 

July 15 Don & Jannene Janssen 50th anniversary open house 

(see more info on next page) 

Annual Brunsville Bash  
Corner Café • Sat., July 8 

  

Breakfast in the A.M. 

Kids parade 1 p.m. 

Hot-dog eating contest 3 p.m. 

Chicken-leg eating contest 5 p.m. 

Rib cook-off noon-6 p.m. 

Music by Tony Jelken 8 p.m.-12 p.m. 

Four Seasons Garden Club  

Yard of the Month Winner 

Above: Betty and Pastor Peter 

Boe. Below: Kathryn & Pastor 

Robert Salge. 

Above: Pastor Ben Worley 
wears his Brunsville centennial 
cap during part of his sermon. 

Centennial Sunday at St. Peter 

was something to remember  
 

The church celebrated 100 years June 18 
 

By Barry Poe 
 

Being a relative newcomer to the congregation, I had yet to 

experience an overflow crowd at St. Peter Lutheran Church, 

something I understand was commonplace back in the day. 
 

Well, that all changed on a glorious Sunday when St. Peter 

celebrated its 100th anniversary. They started to file in early 

and by the time the service began, there wasn’t a seat to be 

found, both in the sanctuary and balcony. 
 

It was indeed a sight to behold and only a part of what 

turned out to be a wonderful celebration. The service, which 

included participation by former pastors, was unforgettable 

with beautiful music, an outstanding sermon by Pastor Ben 

Worley and special messages from many others. 
 

We were then treated to a scrumptious lunch at the Brunsville 

Legion catered by Timmy’s Catering. 
 

A special thank you goes out to the hard-working committee 

that organized the event. It takes hours and hours of planning 

and actual work to put something like this together and their 

efforts should not be taken lightly. 
 

The history book was definitely a keepsake, something a per-

son can cherish for years to come. 
 

I’ve said since joining St. Peter seven years ago, it feels so 

much like family. We’re fortunate to have a congregation like 

this in our community. 
 

Congratulations on 100 years and here’s to at least 100 more! 

Cindy Krienert 

What is your feedback of the celebration?  

Go to brunsvillechurchcentennial.com  

to submit your comments and photos.   

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

BLITZ INFO  

IS ALWAYS THE 25th 

THE MONTH BEFORE. 
Publication is around 

the 1st of every month. 



Check out  

the Merrill Public Library 
 

Mon. & Wed. 1:30-5;  

Tues. & Thurs. 6-8;  

Fri. & Sat. 9-noon   

712-938-2503   

merrilllibrary@mtcnet.net   

merrilliowa.info/ 

In Our Prayers 
Mike Borchers 

Judy Bowman 

Deb Campbell 

Lonesome Jack 

Michelle Jones 

Lillian Ludwigs 

Mel Plueger 

Janice Renken 

Orval Siebens 
 

Birthdays  

Abbie Dickman July 2 

Jerry Schlichte July 5—turning 60 

Chloe Willer July 7  

Riley Schlichte July 7 

Deb Campbell July 9 

Julie Bogenrief July 10 

Donna Erickson July 10 

Rosanne Osterbuhr July 13 

Janice Renken July 15 

Dan Dickman July 17 

Riley Oetken July 18 

Sheila Fuller July 20 

Ben Korthas July 22 

Ryan Renken July 25 

Cody Angerman July 25 

Benjamin Worley July 25 

Emilia Lubben July 27 

Amanda Jastram July 28 
 

Anniversaries  
Jill & Vijay Permeswaran July 11 

Gerry Sue & Eddie Krienert July 12 

Jodi & Josh Goodman July 14 

Marlyn & Mary Renken July 16 

Allison & Bryan Borchers July 25 

Ann & Alex Crosgrove July 25—

celebrating 25 years  

Dwayne & Mary Jongma July 26 

Celebrating 50 years 
Don and Jannene Janssen (Deloris Harms’ brother) will celebrate their 50th 

wedding anniversary Sat., July 15th at Brunsville Legion Hall, 2-4. No gifts please. 

Thank you 

The family of Harold Harms would like to thank everyone for their expressions of 

sympathy at Harold's passing. Please know that whether you sent a card, a 

memorial, attended the visitation, prayer service or funeral, provided some 

food, or simply expressed your sympathy and gave us a hug, it is very much 

appreciated. Harold thought this was the best place in the world to live, and 

you've proven that he was right. 

—- 

Thank you to all who made my 75th birthday so great. Thanks for the cards, 

gifts, flowers and food. Also, thanks to my family.  

Love,  

Kate (Renken) 

—- 

Thank you to those who contributed to the beautification of Brunsville Park. 

(See photos to left.) 

Norm Weber and 

Christina Hoffman 

were married at 

Craig Park Saturday, 

June 10th. (Photo 

below.) 

Natalie Raasch’s dog, 

Lola, was crowned 

Queen of this year's 

Woof-stock at the 

Plymouth County His-

torical Museum Satur-

day, June 3.  

Left: Lola & Natalie’s 

mom, Andrea Raasch. 

Quote ‘Ems 
Lonesome Jack says… 
 

Birthdays are nature’s way of telling you to eat more cake. 
  

Money is like manure—it’s not worth a thing unless it’s spread around, encouraging 

young things to grow. 
  

The car in front of me hit a pedestrian but he got up so I hit him again. 
 

 That’s all. So long. 

Congratulations 

Paul James was born on 

June 9th at approximately 

7:47 a.m. and was 8 lb., 3 oz. 

and 20" long. Parents are 

Heather Plueger & Brady 

Jenn and grandparents are 

Susan & Russ Plueger. Paul 

has a big brother, Jonathan, 

who is 4-1/2 years old.  

Royce Thomas was born on 

May 8th (his father’s birthday) 

at 4:54 p.m. and was 8 lb., 5 

oz. and 20.75" long. Parents 

are  Crystal & Joe Stonesifer 

and grandparents are Susan 

& Russ Plueger. Royce has a 

big brother, Rolend, who is 1-

1/2 years old.  

Jes Cornish and Eric 

Tilstra were married 

June 10. Jes is 

daughter of Barry 

Cornish. 

Brunsville Park beautification. 



1909  IOWA PRAIRIE BANK 2017 
The Old Reliable 

108 Years of Service  

to Your Grandparents, Parents & You 
 

Stop In and See How We Can Help  

with Your Financial Questions 
 

Full Line of Banking Plus 

Service First Insurance 

Farm — Home — Auto—talk to Mike 
 

CLOSE — CONVENIENT  

CORNER CAFÉ COVERAGE 

Evening Specials  
Mon. Andrea’s Special 

Tues. Corner burger & fries $7.50  

Wed. 8 pc. broasted chicken & fries $11.99 

Thurs. Bike nights—Grilled steak sandwiches 

Fri. 8-10 oz. prime rib, salad, & potato, OR 16 oz. king cut prime rib & potato, mrkt price 

Sat. Ribeye steak (12-14 oz.), potato & Texas toast, OR Oak Street steak w/Corner’s spe-

cial seasonings 12-14 oz. Ribeye), potato & Texas toast OR Sirloin steak dinner (10-12 

oz.), potato & Texas toast—mrkt price 

Kathy Renken’s family 

came home to cele-

brate Kathy’s 75th birth-

day. Left-right: Kelly & 

Tom Hughes of Spring, 

TX; Kathy Renken; Mitch 

Taylor & Kim Taylor. 

Molly Renken travels to China 
 

After I graduated college from South Dakota State University on 
Saturday, May 6th I hopped on a plane with 18 other students 
and two professors and headed to China on an agriculture study 
abroad trip. It was a class offered through the university where 
we met every Monday for three hours and learned about the 
Chinese culture, agriculture, and had guest speakers. The flight 
was 16 hours from the Chicago airport to Hong Kong. We started 
in Hong Kong and went to Guangzhou, Xi’an and ended the trip 
in Beijing. We went to many local pig, dairy, and beef farms, 
along with tourists’ attractions such as the Great Wall and the 
Terracotta Warriors. We also met with the United States Soybean 
Council representative and the Pioneer representative in Beijing. 
My favorite part of the trip was visiting the farms, open meat, 
vegetable, and fruit markets along with just taking in the Chinese 
culture. I also really enjoyed learning about the impact that Chi-
na has on our markets here in the United States. It was an amaz-
ing, eye-opening trip that I am glad I could experience. After 
visiting China I am excited and motivated to begin my career at 
Boerboom’s Ag Resources in Marshall, Minnesota as a swine Re-
search Coordinator. China is continuing to grow and will need 
more food along with many other countries. We, as United States 
farmers and producers, have the tools, technology, and availa-
ble land to make this happen. I am anxious to see what the next 
20 years will bring and the increase in exports to China! 
Thank you,  
Molly Renken  

Right: Corner Dave cools 

off after Larry Schlichte’s 

Memorial Ride.  

Steve Westhoff  

Memorial Fun Run 

“Let’s roll with the memories” 

Sat., Aug. 26, 1 p.m. 



Front row: Dave Helmrichs, Lance Oetken, Keith 

Wilken. Second row: Joe Reuter, Craig Oetken, Mike 

Stinton, Todd Oetken. Third row: Bill Schlichte, Darwin 

Lubben, Jeff Reuter, Mark Lubben. Circa 1980.  

Free pickup & delivery to & from Brunsville, Le Mars & Merrill. 

Subscribe, donate, contribute 

Subscribe!  

We can email you for free OR mail you a copy for at least the 

price of postage & envelopes (approximately $6/year). We 

do not send out renewal notifications.  

Donate!  

The Blitz does not make a profit so donations are always wel-

come. THANKS SO MUCH TO THOSE WHO DONATE! 

Submit info/advertising!  

All are invited to submit info and advertise. 

 

Staff 
Susan Willer  Publisher/Editor/Composer/Reporter/Ad Rep,  

susanwiller@hotmail.com; P.O. Box 187, Brunsville, IA 51008       

Gisela Dittman (G.D.) Newshound/Copy Editor/Public Rela-

tions, 712-533-6493 

Barry Poe  Sportswriter/Circulation/Copy Editor,  

thecubswin@frontier.com 

Tractor Ride 2017 was held on June 11th. We left Craig at 2:00, went past the ball diamond to C16 then K22 to Brunsville, 
where we stayed about 45 minutes. We took the annual group picture and headed out. We went past the golf course 
on Juniper to C16. Drove to K22 then took C12 to Craig. We had a great turnout. We had 48 tractors and six side-by-
sides. We had a picnic of salads, chips, beef and pork sandwiches plus desserts with the ice cream machine when we 
came back to Craig. It was a great, fun, and nice day with cooler weather and being cloudy. Thank you to everyone 
who came to join us that day by driving, coming to see us in Brunsville or being with us at Craig. Thank you also to all 
who brought food for the picnic, the Corner being open for us and any way you helped us. We appreciate you helping 
with this, it is a fun, relaxing day. It is so nice to be together and visit. We live in a great community and it’s so fun to be 
together. Thanks again for everything and being with us for the ride. —photos and info submitted by Kris Westhoff 

Tractor 

Ride 2017 

Blast from Brunsville’s past 


